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Well, hey there!  I’m glad you’re taking the time to read this article I’m writing.  This season of life has been quite busy, but I think it’s important to take time to contribute to the Beacon and give folks a good chance to know me a little better.  

As many of you know, Holly and I tie the knot Friday September 30, which is super-exciting.  I have to say that as much as I’ve enjoyed being your pastor the past two months; it feels like there has been a piece of the puzzle missing with her not being my wife quite yet.  So once we are married and settled into the parsonage I feel that it will feel even more “official”.  

I just want to thank all of you at Ware’s who have helped me feel so welcomed.  Many have gone out their way to welcome me, talk to me, cook for me and just give me tips and pointers on “country-living”.   Thank you so much to those people – you know who you are.  I will give all I have to be here for the church, not just preaching on Sunday, but to be your pastor and friend everyday of the week.

Being as young as I am, some of you may be nervous about some of the “changes” I’m thinking about.  Let me just affirm some of your anxiety.  I do plan on changing some things and looking at new possibilities for the church.  May I also assure you that I plan on doing it with great respect for the tradition of the church as well.  In no way do I want to offend and change just for the sake of changing.  However, as a church – a part of the body of Christ – we are given responsibility to relate the unchanging message of the Gospel to a changing world.  This is why a church must change and make its message relatable to the outside world.  

As I’m writing this I can hear grumbles and perspective complaints about this and that.  Let me just say this:  if our church is considering a “change” for the sake of the Gospel and reaching people for Christ, then personal preferences of comfort and familiarity hold no weight.  I don’t say these things to stir the pot or ruffle anyone’s feathers, but it’s no secret that churches don’t like to change things up.  It’s also no secret God desires us to know Him and make Him known in a world that is always changing.  We need to know the language of the world around us and speak the Gospel in that language.

Again, let me say how much I’ve enjoyed being your pastor thus far and getting to know the people and storied tradition of the church.  Also let me say that I plan on adding to that legacy and tradition.  If our eyes are constantly focused on the rear-view mirror, then we cease to continue making history.  May we not make history for the sake of Ware’s Chapel, but for the sake of Jesus.  Without Jesus, there are no churches, there is no Ware’s Chapel, and we are all “sheep gone astray”.   

God’s peace,

Pastor Ty

