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THE BEACON
Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Doors

Ware's Chapel United Methodist Church
Summer 2011
To all our family at Ware's Chapel,

As you all know, this is our final month at Ware's Chapel as the parsonage family and your pastor.  It has been a wonderful and exciting two years full of change and blessings both for us as a family and for the entire congregation.  Our impending move is certainly bittersweet.  It is exciting to face new opportunities and challenges in our ministry moving forward, but it is difficult to bid farewell to all of you.  We have so many fond memories from our time here and fondly think of Ware's Chapel as home.


Some may be wondering why this pastoral change happened as early as it did.  The system of itinerancy in the United Methodist church is based on our responding to the call of God.  It is my firm belief that God is calling Joyce, the children, and me to a new place to serve as a resident in the West Ohio Conference and to learn under the tutelage of a proven pastoral leader.  God has gifted me with strengths, skills and the raw material to be an effective leader in the church.  It is now time that I hone those skills under a proven leader.  In addition, I believe that God is calling a gifted young man to the Ware's Congregation.  Your new pastor will be gifted in areas that will help grow, shape, and lead Ware's Chapel to the next level.  I am completely confident that God's will is in our system of itinerancy.  I am truly excited for all of you and what the future holds for Ware's Chapel.


My family and I want to sincerely thank you for all the love and support during our time here.  It has not always been easy, but it has been a joy and privilege to serve as your pastor.  I want to take this opportunity to not only thank you, but to apologize if anything I have said or done during my time here has caused any pain or hurt feelings.  My sole goal has been to lead and vision for the future of Ware's chapel.  In my enthusiasm and passion, I pray I have led in love.  Far any real or felt pain I humbly apologize and as your forgiveness.


I encourage all of you to continue your journey with God.  Amazing things have been happening here at Ware's and I know that God is not finished yet.  You have and will continue to make and impact on the Kingdom.  Recognize that the support, lifting up, and training of new pastors is a vital part of your ministry here at Ware's Chapel.  I am confident that I am leaving this Spirit-filled congregation in good hands and that your new pastor will be loved and supported by all of you.


Once again, it has been a privilege and honor to serve you all.  My family and I are so appreciative of your support, love, and the lessons we have learned from each of you.  No matter where God takes us in our ministry, we will always remember the people of Ware's Chapel and how you helped us set out on this journey in a powerful way.  May God bless each of you and may god bless Ware's Chapel.

In Christ, Pastor Seth, Joyce, Isabelle, Abigail, and Noah

