
Highlights of 2011 Lakeside, Ohio UMC West Ohio Annual Conference
“Unleashing New Life” – June 5-9th
From your Lay Delegate, Melody Reynolds

Pastor Seth and Lori, Bruce, and Nickie (three other pastors in seminary with Seth),  Nickie‘s Lay Delegate Debbie, and I were roomies during Annual Conference.   The house we rented was only 2-1/2 blocks from Lake Erie’s shore.  A paved footpath along the water’s edge and sidewalks thru the narrow streets of the gated community provided lovely scenery for my daily 5K morning walk.    For those who took their families with them, all the amenities of the community were available:  shuffleboard, playground, putt putt golf, a sandy beach, swimming, eating and shopping.    
We attended morning worship services, afternoon sessions & workshops, and enjoyed the music of the praise band from Ginghamsburg UMC.   

Along with approx. 2000 others in attendance, we voted on many issues that, if approved, amend the UMC Book of Discipline.   Voting for delegates to the next General Conference and Jurisdictional Conference was done each day until 9 delegates and 9 alternates from both Clergy and Lay nominees were elected.  
Pastors, missionaries, and other speakers were on the agenda.  You could tell they are passionate about unbinding the Gospel, faith-sharing evangelism, developing a meaningful relationship with God, and using the power of the Holy Spirit to make disciples of all nations.    I realized the far-reaching effects, or “Connectedness” as Pastor Seth likes to call it, that the United Methodist Church, both financially and thru personal service, makes in the world.   At various times we watched ‘Breakthru Videos’ of congregations right in our own District who have made a difference in their communities by recognizing a need and acting on it.  
Delicious Toft’s Ice Cream was a treat enjoyed every evening by many (yours truly for one!).  

Tuesday evening, we “Rocked the Dock!”  A DJ played music.   Minute –to-Win-It-type games were played by a team of Bishop Ough and District Superintendents against a team of Youth Leaders.  Too funny!  
Wednesday’s service celebrated the commission and ordination of new Elders and Deacons.   Family members  carried individually-handmade banners and stoles behind the honorees as they entered Hoover Auditorium.  Retirees and those who have passed away since last year, both Clergy and Laity, were recognized.   
On Thursday, new appointments in each district were announced by the respective Superintendents.  Pastor Seth was among those recognized and was also mentioned specifically as one of only two “resident” appointees who were named this year.   It is quite an honor to be chosen to serve in this capacity.   
	
Some notable quotes I heard were:
		“Think of being “in ministry WITH” not “in ministry TO” others.”
	“Acknowledge what your old life without God meant.  Recognize your encounter with the Lord means changed living.”
		“The most important thing we can take to heaven is people.”
		“Prayer is a heart transplant.”
		“The Gospel is a “heart”-sell, not a “hard”-sell.”
	A song we sang called “Hallelujah Anyhow” reinforced the comfort of having God as your companion thru the bad times as well as the good times.
	Young children who attended with their families could participate in a staffed Vacation Bible School there.  One girl who was too old to attend VBS this year held a fund-raiser to collect money for the Miracle Offering and presented it to Bishop Ough.  
	Speaking of the Miracle Offering, on the last day it had reached $152,000 and was still growing.  This fund will help construct churches in the Republic of Congo, in Russia, In Vietnam, and in Mexico, also in the cities of Heath & Findlay,Ohio, and in Delaware County – answering the Wesleyan call to “offer them Christ.”  
	
For those of you reading this via email, go to http://www.wocumcsecure.org/ac/2011 if you’d like to see pictures from and read more about this year’s Annual Conference.  

